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From mid-October to 22 November 2000 the Liguria Region experienced prolonged
and intense rainfall, with cumulative values locally exceeding 1000 mm in 45 days.
The already severe rainfall sequence ended on November 23-24 with a high inten-
sity storm that locally dumped more than 200 mm of rainfall in 24 hours. The high
intensity rainfall event occurred on steep and very steep slopes already saturated, lo-
cally at depth, causing flooding and triggering several hundreds soils slips and debris
flows, and a few large, complex landslides. Slope failures caused 3 casualties and
severe damage to the roads, the private houses, and the agriculture. Large and very
large-scale colour aerial photographs were taken 45 days after the event in the areas
most affected by the landslides. Through the interpretation of the 334 photographs
covering an area of 500 km2, we prepared a landslide inventory map showing 1204
landslides, for a total landslide area of 1.6 km2. The size and type of failures trig-
gered by the high intensity rainfall event differ significantly from the type and size of
pre-existing (old and very old) landslides in the area. For the Ceriana Municipality,
an area where the landslides were particularly numerous, historical information on a
severe landslide event occurred on 8-11 December 1910 is available. This historical
event triggered several hundreds landslides and produced severe economic damage.
We attempt a preliminary comparison of the historical and recent landslide events.
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